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Resolution
___________ Board of Education

Reimbursement of Board Members for Cost of Criminal History Background Check

WHEREAS,
Assembly Bill 444, signed into law on May 26, 2011, disqualifies members of boards of education or members of charter school boards of trustees from serving in office if they have been convicted of certain crimes; and

WHEREAS,
The statute also requires members to undergo criminal history background checks and to pay the cost of such investigations; and
WHEREAS,
Assembly Bill 444 permits local boards of education to reimburse individual members for the cost of criminal history background investigations; and
WHEREAS,
State law (N.J.S.A. 18A:12-4) prohibits the compensation of local board of education members; and

WHEREAS,
Members of the __________ Board of Education devote significant time and substantial effort to the governance of the district’s public schools; and

WHEREAS,
The _________ Board of Education believes that individual school board members, who are uncompensated, should be reimbursed for the cost the criminal history background investigations, which are necessary to continue serving in office.  So, therefore be it

RESOLVED,
That the _____________ Board of Education authorizes reimbursement of individual members for the cost of the criminal history background investigations required by Assembly Bill 444; and be it further

RESOLVED,
That the __________ Board of Education through its policy adoption process will add the following language to its Bylaws at File Code ____, “Qualifications and Requirements of Board Members,” Clause I:
I. He/she has not been disqualified due to the conviction of a crime or offense listed in N.J.S.A. 18A:12-1.  In order to fulfill this requirement:

1. Each member of the board of education, within 30 days of the election or appointment to the board shall undergo a criminal history background check investigation for the purpose of ensuring that the member is not disqualified for membership due to a conviction of a crime or offense pursuant to the statute listed above; and

2. The board shall reimburse the member for the cost of the criminal history record check, including all costs for administering and processing the check. **
And be it further

RESOLVED,
That a copy of Bylaws File Code ​​​_____ as proposed for amendment be attached to this resolution. **
**
Sample Bylaws language is available from the NJSBA Legal & Policy Services Department.   For information, contact Lisa Deon at ldeon@njsba.org or 1-888-886-5722, Ext. 5222.
