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fective tax-reform Bmo:mm_ob
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ummer: 2006 - in Trenton
-prothises to be unlike any

8338 -school finance and con:
solidation - of ‘government - serv-
ices heading the agenda of the
ac:mzﬂ %mem_ _mmimgm mmm-
sion;. " :

.Eam New mmum&\ mcuoo_
Boards " Association i§: com-
‘mitted to positive %msmm gmﬁ
‘will enable our state: to Eoﬁ%
..Emw ‘standards --of - edueation
“without o<2.a§%55m ‘lotal.
“property taxpayers. It’s a ‘goal ..
that can be . achieved. | 'What
“stands in” ‘our -way, however; i3 -
msmmw-vosssm. Emaosﬂ.mﬁm mﬁm_ﬁs
‘ments§ and negative rhetoric. ds-
fortunately, too-much:of _Emw s
mEmmmgm from Trenton..
We've heard unfoiinded”
statements that local school
.._Uomam are not Eﬁmnmm#mn in
.m:mﬁsm services, that’ ‘they :E..m
‘overloaded sehools with -
“administratior ard that %@
“have little intérest i in’ SE,.BEnm
mSEozBma comﬁm .
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_Sn._. ‘School ,comam 5.&8
oumB?osma shared. services moﬂ
decades. Twenty-five years ago,
research by the New Jersey
School Boards Association -
(NJSBA) found that nearly 60-
percent of responding school
boards shared services with
nejghbors. Shared transporta- -
tion, business operations and -
child-study teams are common.
Over.the years; interest in -
shared services continued, In -
2001, the state’s mm%osaﬁmgo:
mBEmw@ Aid Program recog-:

- mized an additional 352 new
shared-service arrangements in- -
volving schoo! districts. Just Hmmﬁ
year, one countywide effort, the
Somerset County Business Parf-
nership, coordinated shared ;

. - Services among schools and mu-.
Eevm:gmm that saved taxpayers .
$13.6 million. Today, at least 20
districts even msmwm mcﬁmmimm.
amﬁm. R

_..>n._. zaﬁ .q mwm% mnwoem
muﬁa léss on administration
‘today than they did more than a
- “decadeago. The most recent

-Other-“—with propertytax -

i .Ewm 1993, mﬁ state’s schools BESQ

- .. e tent 'on mnEEHmﬁmsou Emﬁsm
" the state 22nd in the nation: az
°1992-1993, the state’s schools
[ ranked third, with 10. 42 bmgmsﬁ
-~ of expenditures going toward ad-

~ 77 2004; the actual number of ad--
. - ‘ministrators'employed in New
Gl umum% _.um,a:o sehools ame.mmmmg

- time, ‘the student mE.oEsmE

o Eﬁvma by 29 vmwom? and gm

- umber of teachers in our ammm-
. : rooms mwmé 34 percent.

oot .. gotiating cost savings into emi-

.

@l teacher contracts havein-
; ...._Ezgmgﬁuoﬁmsum to control the -
skyrocketing costs of health-in- -

._mma Close to 40 percent of the °
: oosﬁmoﬁm Emo increased instrue-

-school day of schiool year.’
< FACT: New
+.schools are strong academic per-’
~-formers. The National Assess-

~(the “nation’s umuo; card,” "

- which compares test results
©-among states) rates New Jersey
- among the top five states for our
s mE%s% Engm and math

~ New Fém% moroo_m %mb& _mmm on
- administration today ENS_EQ\ did
more than a decade ago. The most
recent federal statistics show that -
- New Jersey schools spend 8.02
= U@aoma on m@Bﬁ%ﬁmﬂom ﬁ_mo_bm
~the state 22nd i in the nation. (In -

~third, with 10.42 percent of
m%mma_gmm_mo:qm .82&.&

- vcgo Em; mcroam am ce.omus
o _ommzsm >%§8a Placement

wmmmw.a mﬁmﬁmgm muos Emﬁ zms
Jersey mnsooa spend 8.02 wmw.

" dents can earn coummm.oumm; :
Our mgamam Emam third i E the
....zmaoz in AP test Rmﬁa

¥

“ministration,) Between 1989 and
: .awo% members devoteé enor:

- mious time and effort to their .

_....SBEQE%M ab no pay —ere

- placing limited resources in‘the -
classroom and getting results.”

: _._?% are doing more with less, -

© by 0.14 percent. At, the same

o ~‘that New Jersey state govern-

—"P—u._. MOWoow Uomwam are ne- Emﬁw provides mmmﬁwq more than
38 percent of the total cost of

" publie schools, compared with

* the nationwide average state

" eontribution of 50 percent.

.. Effective discussion of prop--
erty-tax reform must focus on'a -
-variety of possible solutions, in- -

ployment contracts. Each year
since 2000, nearly 45 percent Om

sliranee oo<£.mmm and other ben-

revenues, sharing services and

 tlonal time or the length of the encouraging consolidation, But

New Jersey public public discourse must be post--
_tive and accurate,
" Kevin Cick 18 president of the
New Jersey School Boards Associa-
tion, a federation of district boards
- of education that advocales the in--
. Terests of %@o& districts, trains :
- dacal. .w%oa bogtrd members Gna -

ment of Educational Progress

szﬂ Q. ﬁzga &%&83

{APY, courses through which m_a. :

Qmm%_ local mnsoa com&m =

. That’s erifical in light of the fact

_-to get to that Jevel of discussion, ©

res. noig t . ﬁﬂoe@%m 383_.%&9. the aaea;nm. .
.mﬁ mﬁmﬂmm in :m E.ovowsos of :
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- cluding balancing state and local -




