Voters Decide Fate of Construction Questions in Special Election
Voters went to the polls for a special school election on Sept. 16, voting on numerous school construction questions and other proposals.
Statewide, the New Jersey School Boards Association learned of four boards of education with construction proposals on the ballot.
Statewide bonding amount approved: $142,279,757
State funding of approved questions: $$44,529,709.71
Under the Educational Facilities and Construction and Financing Act of 2000, the state will fund at least 40% of eligible school construction costs through annual debt service aid.
Here are the unofficial results compiled from the offices of the county clerks as well as published reports.

Burlington County
Moorestown Township
Bond Proposal Question #1 (APPROVED)
The Board of Education of the Township of Moorestown in the County of Burlington,
New Jersey (the “Board”) is authorized to (a) undertake various improvements
to academic spaces, alterations, renovations, and upgrades at George C. Baker
Elementary School, Mary E. Roberts Elementary School, South Valley Elementary
School, and Upper Elementary School, including acquisition and installation of fixtures,
furniture, equipment, and any site work; (b) undertake various improvements to
academic spaces, alterations, renovations, and upgrades, and to construct additions at
William Allen Middle School, including acquisition and installation of fixtures, furniture,
equipment, and any site work; (c) undertake various improvements to academic spaces,
alterations, renovations, and upgrades at Moorestown High School, also including
repaving the tennis courts, turf replacement at the stadium, acquisition and installation
of fixtures, furniture, equipment, and any site work; (d) appropriate $80,293,000 for such
improvements; and (e) issue bonds in an amount not to exceed $80,293,000.
The final eligible costs for the projects approved by the New Jersey Commissioner of
Education are $46,991,714 (consisting of $2,567,000 for George C. Baker Elementary
School, $4,735,000 for Mary E. Roberts Elementary School, $5,500,000 for South Valley
Elementary School, $4,320,000 for Upper Elementary School, $19,399,714 for William
Allen Middle School, and $10,470,000 for Moorestown High School). The projects
include $9,505,500 (consisting of $0 for George C. Baker Elementary School, $0 for
Mary E. Roberts Elementary School, $0 for South Valley Elementary School, $0 for
Upper Elementary School, $7,455,500 for William Allen Middle School, and $2,050,000
for Moorestown High School) for school facility construction elements in addition to
the facilities efficiency standards developed by the Commissioner of Education or not
otherwise eligible for State support pursuant to N.J.S.A. l 8A:7G-5(g). The State debt
service aid percentage will equal 40% of the annual debt service due with respect to the
final eligible costs of the projects. The Board of Education is authorized to transfer funds
among the projects approved at this election.
Bonding amount proposed:  $80,293,000
State funding: $18,796,685.60 

Bond Proposal Question #2 (APPROVED)
(Bond Proposal Question No. 2 will only go into effect if Bond Proposal Question No. 1 is also approved by the voters at this election.)
The Board of Education of the Township of Moorestown in the County of Burlington, New Jersey (the “Board”) is authorized to (a) undertake various improvements, alterations, renovations, and upgrades at Moorestown High School, construct an operations center, and install lighting and drainage, together with a multipurpose synthetic turf field system, including acquisition and installation of fixtures, furniture, equipment, and any site work; (b) appropriate $28,005,000 for such improvements; and (c) issue bonds in an amount not to exceed $28,005,000.    
The final eligible costs for the projects approved by the  New Jersey Commissioner of Education are $7,457,465 for Moorestown High School. The projects include $20,547,535 for school facility construction elements in addition to the facilities efficiency standards developed by the Commissioner of Education or not otherwise eligible for State support pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5(g). The State debt service aid percentage will equal 40% of the annual debt service due with respect to the final eligible costs of the projects. The Board of Education is authorized to transfer funds among the projects approved at this election.
Bonding amount proposed: $28,005,000.
State funding: $2,982,986.

Somerset County

Branchburg (REJECTED)

The Board of Education of the Township of Branchburg in the County of Somerset, New Jersey (the “Board”) is authorized to (a) undertake various improvements, alterations, renovations, and upgrades, and to construct an addition at Stony Brook School, including acquisition and installation of fixtures, furniture and equipment, and any site work; (b) undertake various improvements, alterations, renovations, and upgrades, and to construct an outdoor classroom at Whiton Elementary School, including acquisition and installation of fixtures, furniture and equipment, and any site work; (c) undertake various improvements, alterations, renovations, and upgrades at Branchburg Central Middle School, including acquisition and installation of fixtures, furniture and equipment, and any site work; (d) appropriate $69,885,950 for such improvements; and (e) issue bonds in an amount not to exceed $69,885,950.
The final eligible costs for the projects approved by the New Jersey Commissioner of Education are $39,803,850 (consisting of $13,852,652 for Stony Brook School, $12,771,392 for Whiton Elementary School, and $13,179,806 for Branchburg Central Middle School). The projects include $4,547,893 (consisting of $4,039,893 for Stony Brook School, $508,000 for Whiton Elementary School, and $0 for Branchburg Central Middle School) for school facility construction elements in addition to the facilities efficiency standards developed by the Commissioner of Education or not otherwise eligible for State support pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5(g).  The State debt service aid percentage will equal 40% of the annual debt service due with respect to the final eligible costs of the projects.  The Board of Education is authorized to transfer funds among the projects approved at this election.
Bonding amount proposed:  $69,885,950.
State funding: $15,921,540.

North Plainfield (APPROVED)

The Board of Education of the Borough of North Plainfield in the County of Somerset, New Jersey is authorized: (a) to provide for renovations, alterations and improvements at North Plainfield High School, North Plainfield Middle School, East End Elementary School, Stony Brook Elementary School and West End Elementary School, including acquisition and installation of equipment, fixtures and furnishings, site work and related work and costs; (b) to appropriate $33,981,757 for such purposes and (c) to issue bonds of the school district in the principal amount of $33,981,757.  
[bookmark: _Hlk155363081]The final eligible costs of the projects approved by the Commissioner of Education are $33,681,757 (with $17,048,745 allocated to North Plainfield High School, $5,205,010 allocated to North Plainfield Middle School, $5,209,981 allocated to East End Elementary School, $215,011 allocated to Stony Brook Elementary School and $6,003,010 allocated to West End Elementary School). The proposed improvements include $300,000 allocated to North Plainfield High School for elements in addition to the facilities efficiency standards developed by the Commissioner of Education or not otherwise eligible for State support pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5(g).  The State debt service aid percentage will equal 66.9478% of the annual debt service due with respect to the final eligible costs of the project. The Board of Education is authorized to transfer funds among the projects approved at this election.  
Bonding amount proposed: $33,981,757
State funding: $22,750,038.71


Sussex County
Sparta Township (REJECTED)
The Board of Education of the Township of Sparta in the County of Sussex, New Jersey is authorized: (a) to provide for renovations, alterations and improvements at Alpine Elementary School, Mohawk Elementary School, Helen organ Elementary School, Sparta Middle School and Sparta High School, and an addition at Alpine Elementary School, including acquisition and installation of equipment, fixtures and furnishings, site work and related work and costs; (b) to appropriate $82,283,662 for such purposes and (c) to issue bonds of the school district in the principal amount of $82,283,662.
The final eligible costs of the projects approved by the Commissioner of Education are $49,804,651 (with $20,723,001 allocated to Alpine Elementary School, $3,763,500 allocated to Mohawk Elementary School, $8,266,700 allocated to Helen Morgan Elementary School, $7,114,900 allocated to Sparta Middle School, and $9,936,550 allocated to Sparta High School). The projects include $0 for elements in addition to the facilities efficiency standards developed by the Commissioner and Education or not otherwise eligible for State Support pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5(g). The State debt service aid percentage will equal 40% of the annual debt service due with respect to the final eligible costs of the project.  The Board of Education is authorized to transfer funds among the projects approved at this election.
Bonding amount proposed: $82,283,662
State funding: $19,921,860.40



