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Federal Advocacy & Public Policy Update 

March 27, 2020 

NSBA Weekly Update 
 
 
Congressional Update  

 
Congress Finalizes Third Pandemic Emergency Bill 
Earlier this week, the Senate unanimously approved (96-0) the passage of a far-reaching emergency bill 
(H.R.748, the CARES Act) to address the still unfolding corona virus pandemic. The House approved the 
measure this afternoon and it has been signed into law by the President. The $2 trillion CARES Act 
includes a $30 billion direct investment in education, including $3 billion to be allocated to governors and 
used at their discretion to address the emergency, $13.5 billion for K12 education, and $14.25 billion for 
postsecondary institutions. The bill also makes sizable investments in childcare, nutrition, homeless youth, 
and more, while also providing new waiver authority to the Secretary of Education, including for 
assessment and accountability waivers for states; and other ESSA waivers for states, tribes, and school 
districts. School districts will be able to use their share of the $13.5 billion K12 allocation – which will be 
allocated based on the proportion of  Title I funding for the most recent fiscal year – for any purposes 
authorized by ESSA, IDEA, Perkins CTE, and other specified uses. Districts especially hard hit by the 
emergency should also contact their governor about securing potential additional funding out of their 
governor’s share of the $3 billion in flexible funding provide to state leaders. NSBA has been advocating 
hard for these and other emergency provisions and plans to immediately begin lobbying Members of 
Congress about needs that must be addressed in the next emergency spending bill, including seeking 
dedicated funding connecting students to online learning through a dedicated investment in the E-rate 
program.  

 
Congress Adjourning for Three Weeks 
The Senate is adjourned until April 20, and NSBA expects the House to announce a similar schedule, after 
completing work on the third pandemic emergency bill today. Several Members of Congress are already in 
self quarantine based on Covid-19 exposure and Senate and House leaders are reluctant to convene their 
members, absent a specific need. In order to keep members healthy, the Senate and House will be 
adjourned for the next few weeks – members and staff are already working remotely – subject to a 
request by leaders to reconvene. This schedule will almost certainly disrupt the fiscal year 2021 
appropriations cycle and the planned work of the House and Senate but will be necessary to protect 
members and staff from the virus. NSBA expects significant work to be completed virtually, however, so 
our advocacy team will remain engaged with congressional staff to discuss school board members’ 
collective fiscal year 2021 appropriations priorities and other policy recommendations.  

 
 



2 
 

 
Administration Update 

 

U.S. Department of Education Provides Pandemic Guidance   
Secretary DeVos may participate in today's White House pandemic press briefing to discuss school 
districts’ efforts to provide online learning opportunities for displaced students. Online learning has been 
the subject of several recent U.S. Department of Education guidance materials to help districts navigate 
the pandemic emergency, including supplemental information published last weekend by the Office for 
Civil Rights and Office for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services regarding special education and 
online learning. In a related development, the Department of Education’s Student Privacy Policy Office 
will host a webinar on Monday to review Frequently Asked Questions on the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA) and implications for distance learning due to school closures. Click here to 
register. Only the first 500 attendees will be able to participate. The Department of Education released a 
fact sheet to provide more information on “How Distance Learning Can be Used to Meet Students’ Needs 
During COVID-19 National Emergency.”  This is a supplemental fact sheet to address serving children with 
disabilities in preschool through secondary schools. All of the department’s pandemic resources are 
available here.  

  

Department of Education Grants ESSA Waivers Related to Pandemic 
According to the Department of Education, 45 states have applied for the accountability and assessment 
waiver the department authorized due to pandemic emergency.  All of these states have been granted 
initial approval. This waiver allows states to “bypass standardized testing for the 2019-2020 school year.” 
A waiver may be granted to any state that is unable to assess its students due to the ongoing national 
emergency – this allows states to cancel statewide assessments for the 2019-2020 school year, and 
because the statewide accountability systems rely on student performance as measured by assessments, 
states may also receive waivers from the requirement that the testing data be used in the statewide 
accountability system.  

 
Department of Education Invites Data Grant Applications 
The Department of Education invited applications for the Statistical and Research Methodology in 
Education and Using Longitudinal Data to Support State Education Policymaking Grant Program. The 
program seeks to “support the development of a wide range of methodological and statistical tools to 
better enable applied education scientists to conduct rigorous education research.” The program will be 
used to expand the research use of State Longitudinal Data Systems to provide further evidence for State 
education policymaking. Congress has not yet enacted an appropriation for fiscal 2021, however they are 
seeking applications now so that applicants have adequate time to prepare. Applications are due July 30, 
2020, and further information is available here. 
 

Agriculture Department Issues New Nutrition Program Waivers 
Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue announced additional nutrition program flexibilities to help 
communities navigate the pandemic emergency.  Secretary Perdue said, “USDA is committed to 
maximizing our services and flexibilities to ensure children and others who need food can get it during this 
coronavirus epidemic,” said Perdue. The USDA’s new waivers provide states the option to allow parents 
or guardians to take meals home to their children. USDA’s press release also notes that states can waive 
meal pattern requirements to let local operators prepare foods with the supplies they have available. It 
also delays administrative deadlines associated with the Community Eligibility Provision to relax burdens 
on schools closed by the pandemic. 

  

 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/frontpage/faq/rr/policyguidance/Supple%20Fact%20Sheet%203.21.20%20FINAL.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDAzMjUuMTkzMDQ3NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2FlbWNvcnAuYWRvYmVjb25uZWN0LmNvbS9lc2xmNWZ1dnQzOGIvZXZlbnQvcmVnaXN0cmF0aW9uLmh0bWwifQ.uP1i0Rvmc3k-WeQ2wK39TzzZoDc25HxZBZ38NOMmuRE/br/76626510548-l
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/urging-states-continue-educating-students-disabilities-secretary-devos-publishes-new-resource-accessibility-and-distance-learning-options
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/test-1
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/25/2020-06255/applications-for-new-awards-statistical-and-research-methodology-in-education-and-using-longitudinal?utm_campaign=subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
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NSBA Updates 
 

CPE New Report on E-rate Schools: The NSBA Center for Public Education (CPE) has released a new report 
on E-rate schools. As the situation with the pandemic has proven, broadband connectivity for student 
learning is as important as ever. The report offers objective insight and research into the E-rat program 
and why it is so important to schools and student learning. We encourage you to access this new report 
and share it with your members. 
 
Building Strong Partnership to Support Future Ready Schools: Tuesday, March 31, 2020 
2:00 pm EST: The Alliance for Excellent Education is sponsoring a special webinar targeted to school board 
members that is very relevant for the current pandemic and for learning beyond. In this webinar, 
Superintendent Jerry Almendarez, school board member Mary Ann Wolf, and  Chip Slaven from the 
National School Boards Association, will describe the Future Ready Schools School Boards framework, 
which will help school board members forge a visionary and systemic path to support long-term 
academic, financial, pedagogical, and political sustainability. Included in the framework are eight “gears” 
focused on personalized instruction for students; ongoing and job-embedded professional learning; 
robust infrastructure; strategic fiscal planning; community partnerships; the use of data to transform 
instruction and support students; support for anywhere, anytime learning; and collaborative leadership. 
You can watch the event by going to the registration link.  
 
CSALS Conference Call: There will be a CSALS conference call this Monday, March 30, 2020 at 4:30 pm 
eastern. Due to a scheduling conflict the call has been moved from the regular time to 4:30 for this 
meeting only. The call information is below: 
 
(833) 444-6583   United States (Toll-free)  
Conference ID: 877 710 687# 

https://www.nsba.org/-/media/NSBA/File/cpe-e-rate-schools-report-march-2020.pdf?la=en&hash=A06563F404E2D1132F907E049D682F8E1E6FF218&_cldee=Y2FubmFibGVAbnNiYS5vcmc%3d&recipientid=contact-3565eb09ef33405d82fa4be9182819e1-2df37a938d454c70845eab24988d378b&esid=989d2f5c-9e6f-ea11-9c3b-00155d00798c
https://all4ed.org/webinar-event/building-strong-partnership-to-support-future-ready-schools/

