
Resource Database / Toolkit

EXPLORE YOUR
CAREER HORIZONS

CTE School 
Opportunities

FocusNJ 
- Database for finding traditional and 
non-traditional trade schools in NJ.

Career Tech Education (CTE) 
Program List from the 
Department of Education 
- CTE program database document.

CareerTechNJ 
- Website that provides information 
for high school students who are 
interested in pursuing a career pathway 
at a county vocational-technical school 
district. Includes details on programs 
and offerings. In addition to high school 
offerings, the website also lists adult 
programs offered at county vocational-
technical schools, including a search 
function by program.

Trade-Schools 
- Website that can help individuals find 
technical jobs across the country based 
on a desired zip code.

Accrediting Commission of Career 
Schools and Colleges (ACCSC)
- Provides a list of accredited vocational 
schools across the country.

CareerOneStop 
- Government-funded website that 
helps find training programs in your 
area.

https://focusnj.org/wd-map
https://www.nj.gov/education/cte/postsec/pcte/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nj.gov/education/cte/postsec/pcte/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.nj.gov/education/cte/postsec/pcte/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://careertechnj.org/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.trade-schools.net/
https://www.accsc.org/
https://www.accsc.org/
https://www.careeronestop.org/


Government service opportunities
Apprenticeship.gov 
- Provides details on how to become an apprentice in the field of government. You 
will also be provided with details on how to become educated enough to work for 
certain positions.

Annenberg Classroom 
- Smaller database that provides resources on how to learn about civics and the 
government.

Today’s Military 
- Offers a load of resources that provide current details on what the current benefits, 
career opportunities, and methods of enlistment for the current state of the military.

GoArmy 
- An additional military resource that provides information on the Army, benefits, 
and educational resources. Page #1

ROTC 
- Military program for those going into post-high school education and would like 
a scholarship. In exchange, the person must enroll in the military upon completion. 
GoArmy and Today’s Military are good resources for ROTC.

College Opportunities
CommonApp 
- The most popular website for applying 
to colleges around the globe. Designed 
to be easy to apply and access other 
application resources.

CollegeBoard 
- Resource for discovering the supporting 
aspects of a college application. For 
example, details on the SAT/ACT, AP 
exams, and the scores you receive on 
those tests. Along with the opportunity 
to read about and apply for scholarships.

Niche 
- Website that posts reviews on different 
schools and highlights different aspects 
of the school whether that be good or 
bad.

Cappex 
- Assist those who are seeking a 
scholarship, details on college, and 
financial assistance.

EncourageMe 
- Resource with the goal of helping 
those choose and pursue a path in a 
college field. Helps organize a plan to 
successfully complete this goal.

https://www.apprenticeship.gov/
https://www.annenbergclassroom.org/explore/
https://www.todaysmilitary.com/
https://www.goarmy.com/
https://www.military.com/join-armed-forces/rotc
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.niche.com/
https://www.appily.com/
https://www.encourageme.com/for-educators


Career Services

Department of Labor and Workforce Development CS 
- Government-provided website that assists those with a career path in the technical field. The website provides information 
on Careers, Employers, Organizations, Training Providers, Apprenticeship Tax Credit, and Grant Opportunities for employers.

Mynextmove
- Career path database website that can help users get specific details in what career path they decide to do. Some of these 
features include average income, how likely someone is to find a job in their field, and what critical skills they need for the job.

Onetonline 
- Provides comprehensive career interests along with options to edit credentials and location, similar to Mynextmove.

Union Opportunities
AFL-CIO 
- The AFL-CIO is a federation that holds information about many different 
technical unions. They provide information about said unions and how to become 
a member of each one.

Center of Union facts (CUF) 
- CUF is a website that houses an entire database of unions from across the 
country. It has a detailed search engine that can find unions local to you for your 
desired career path.

UnionStats
- Provides a list of statistics for both private 
and public unions for the entire country.

Vocational School Scholarship Opportunities

Governor’s Industry Vocations Scholarship (NJ-GIVS)
•	 Up to $2,000 annually for tuition
•	 Graduated from a NJ high school or earned a New Jersey GED.
•	 Household income under $60,000
•	 Primarily for those in a vocational program such as plumbing, welding, solar energy, electrical, or construction

New Jersey State Elks Vocational Scholarship
•	 Must be an NJ resident
•	 Must be a high school senior, graduating high school within the next year, or have a GED
•	 Planning to attend a vocational or technical certificate or credential

New Jersey Utilities Association (NJUA) Trade and Vocational School Scholarship
•	 Up to $1,500 annually for tuition
•	 Must be a NJ high school senior
•	 Planning on going to a trade or vocational school
•	 Children of employees of NJUA member companies are ineligible

New Jersey Education Association (NJREA) Scholarships
•	 Graduating from a public NJ high school
•	 Acceptance into trade school

Community Foundation of New Jersey Scholarships
•	 Variety of scholarship funds

https://www.nj.gov/labor/career-services/apprenticeship/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.mynextmove.org/
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://aflcio.org/
https://www.unionfacts.com/
https://www.unionstats.com/


SUPPORTERS

Alternative Diploma Pathways

Essex County One-Stop Program 
- Program designed to assist those who are looking for employment. These centers 
offer career counseling, job search assistance, educational and vocational training 
programs, and access to resources such as phones, fax machines, photocopiers, and 
computers.

Alternative Pathway for Diploma 
- NJ government program that assists those who were unable to finish high school 
but still want to receive an equivalent via a GED.

Gap Year Plan 
•	 Research various Post-Secondary Career School Opportunities (plumbing, carpentry, welding, electrician, HVAC, etc.) to 

find one that aligns with your interests and skills.

•	 Determine what you want to achieve during your gap year. Research the GAP Toolkit to take a look at what one could do 
during their gap year such as, gaining experience, certifications, or building a network.

•	 With the toolkit and its resources, look into local apprenticeship programs or training opportunities in your chosen career 
path.

•	 Seek entry-level positions or laborer roles in a technical-related field to gain firsthand experience.

•	 Offer to help with community projects that involve your desired career path, like Habitat for Humanity or similar 
organizations.

•	 Enroll in vocational-related courses at a tech, trade, or online school.

•	 Research basic certifications for employment such as CPR and how to use an array of tools you will use on the job.

•	 Become a member of local or national technical/vocational organizations for networking and resources.

•	 Participate in job or trade fairs to meet potential employers and learn about opportunities.

•	 Search for local job opportunities to find a fit for you.

https://careertechnj.org/
https://www.njsca.org/
https://njbia.org/?utm_term=njbia&utm_campaign=Brand&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=5812021260&hsa_cam=19673678094&hsa_grp=149607602601&hsa_ad=648022435097&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-401371434146&hsa_kw=njbia&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiAh6y9BhBREiwApBLHC9FnurHMtQ1pjM4DTL_eKvZiRlyd7XGn0eet0Pcvh_etEehFrsnc3xoCtDsQAvD_BwE
https://njsba.com/
https://essexcountynj.org/division-of-training-employment/
https://www.nj.gov/education/adulted/pathways/index.shtml

