BOARD OF DIRECTORS
NEW JERSEY SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION
TRENTON, NJ

March 28, 2025
7 p.m.

A regular meeting of the New Jersey School Boards Association Board of Directors was held in-
person and virtually on Friday, March 28, 2025. President Dr. Karen Cortellino presided over the
meeting from the Association’s headquarters in Trenton. Immediate Past President Irene M.
LeFebvre and Vice Presidents Barry Fitzgerald and Dr. Tom Connors were also present at
headquarters. Executive Director Timothy J. Purnell provided his report to the board from

headquarters.

Executive Committee members present were Dr. Karen Cortellino, president; Barry
Fitzgerald, vice president for county activities; Dr. Tom Connors, vice president for finance;

Irene LeFebvre, immediate past president, and Dr. Timothy Purnell, executive director.

Association staff present were Dr. Nicholas Diaz, deputy director; Carl Tanksley, Esq., general
counsel; Gwen Thornton, senior director of content; Lauren Cuervo, senior director of
connection; Jonathan Pushman, senior director of advocacy; John Faford, director of finance and
operations; Ray Pinney, chief membership engagement officer; Kathleen Asher, director of legal
and labor relations; Kim Gatti, director of policy; Brian Green, network administrator; and

Samantha Matias, special projects assistant.

The following members and alternates of the Board of Directors were present:

Atlantic Louis Della Barca Essex Kasey Dudley (Alt.)
Theresa Hudson (Alt.) Gloucester ~ Dr. Rena’ Morrow
Bergen Michael Sprague Hudson Not Represented
Burlington ~ Michael McClure Hunterdon ~ Robert Imhoff
Carlye Lamarca (Alt.) Mercer Dana Krug
Camden Not Represented Addie Daniels-Lane (Alt.)
Cape May Not Represented Middlesex ~ Liwu Hong
Cumberland Cedric Holmes Monmouth  Kathy Winecoff



Morris

Ocean
Passaic
Salem
Somerset
Sussex
Union
Warren

County

Mark Patterson (Alt.)
Diane Morris

Joseph Daughtry (Alt.)
Victoria Pakala (Alt.)
Alan Paris

Eileen Miller

Jean Trujillo (Alt.)
Ronald Hoffman (Alt.)
Not Represented
Jaclyn Rowbotham (Alt.)
Michael Jacobs

Association

Leadership

Urban Boards Marsha Hershman (Alt.)

Vocational

Cynthia Atkins (Alt.)
Diane Johnson
Jon-Henry Barr

Ruth Hands (Alt.)



ROLL CALL - President Cortellino called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. A roll call indicated
4 officers, county association leadership, urban boards, vocational boards and 17 counties were

represented. Those present constituted a quorum.

NON-BOARD MEMBERS: The following non-board members were also present at the
meeting: Dean Drizin, Lisa Focaccia, John Derienzo-Parks, Jo Ann Schlindwein, Drew Krasny,

Kristina Kroot, and Mike Gogel.

FLAG SALUTE - President Cortellino led the members in the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOMENT OF SILENCE - President Cortellino asked for a moment of silence to reflect on the
lives we live and the privileges we hold. Most have been fortunate enough to avoid the horrors of
war, the devastation of natural disasters, and the unbearable suffering that comes with them. But

it is crucial to remember that this comfort is not guaranteed and be thankful for it.

MISSION STATEMENT - President Cortellino led the members in reciting the Association’s

Mission Statement.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT - No public comments.

OATH OF OFFICE - New members and select members and alternates who were not present
at a previous Board of Directors meeting were asked to take the oath of office. The following

members took their oath of office: Kasey Dudley.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT - Dr. Purnell addressed NJSBA activities, and the
progress made in enabling school districts to meet the challenges presented to them ensuring that

members continue to benefit from essential training, advocacy, and direct service.

NJSBA’s Women’s Leadership Conference - NJSSBA’s second annual Women’s Leadership
Conference was held on Friday, March 21, at Mercer County Community College. The event
was a huge success. There were over 200 attendees and registration sold out, as well as
sponsorships. The Association is in talks with larger venues for next year’s third annual

conference.



School Leader - The spring issue of School Leader was posted online March 13 and is hitting
mailboxes now. The theme of the issue is school security and student wellness, with the cover
story having been written by two administrators with the Robbinsville Board of Education in
Mercer County: John Legere, information technology director; and Nick Mackres, school
business administrator. Mr. Legere and Mr. Mackres share lessons learned from a cyber incident
their district battled in November 2023. They also delivered a session at Workshop 2024 sharing
insights on this topic. Several other noteworthy articles are featured in this issue, such as how the
Burlington County Institute of Technology and Livingston Public Schools are promoting student
wellness, how school districts are tackling the use of artificial intelligence by students and what
constitutes cheating, and an analysis of how the typical profile of a female school principal has

changed after the past 27 years.

NJSBA Officers on Capitol Hill - On Tuesday, February 4, the New Jersey School Boards
Association’s officers, executive director and CEO and governmental relations staff visited
Washington, D.C., to advocate before the state’s congressional delegation. By the end of the day,

the NJSBA’s officers and staff met with members and policy advisers from eight offices.

Recognition for YOUR service! - On Thursday, January 30, NJSBA President Karen
Cortellino, M.D., along with Dr. Timothy J. Purnell, NJSBA executive director and CEO,
accepted a joint legislative resolution from the Assembly and Senate commemorating School

Board Recognition Month.

Workshop 2025 - Workshop 2025 is taking place October 20-23 at the Atlantic City Convention
Center. The theme for this year is “Your Ticket to Big Ideas and Bright Futures.” The Workshop
website, registration, and housing open on April 1. Sponsorship sales through the First Right of
Renewal are ongoing and exhibit floor booth and sponsorship opportunities will open to the
public on April 1 as well. The call for program proposals is currently open now through April 11.

The call for student performance proposals is open now through April 18.

New features for this year’s conference include dedicated exhibit floor time and food trucks.

NJSBA’s Equity Expo - NJSBA will present its inaugural Equity Expo on Friday, April 11 at
Mercer County Community College. The program will feature numerous sessions focused on
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creating and sustaining equity in New Jersey schools. The keynote address will be provided by
LeDerick Horne, co-founder and chair of All In for Inclusive Education, a nonprofit organization
dedicated to transforming schools into spaces where every student belongs. The event will
introduce the Equity in Education Leadership Award winners in two categories: the Program
Category, honoring a district’s initiative, and the Individual Category, recognizing an individual

who has demonstrated exemplary work in advancing equity.

A Call for Volunteers - An email was sent by Dr. Cortellino inviting members to get involved
with NJSBA at a higher level by joining an NJSBA committee. The leaders of the Association
recognize that to be at our best, board members with different backgrounds and viewpoints to
have a seat at the table are needed, including members from urban, suburban and rural areas from
throughout the state. When selecting who serves on a committee, the Association considers a
variety of factors, including an applicant’s area of expertise, availability, ethics and their ability
to communicate with others. Decisions on who will serve on the respective committees are made
at the end of each calendar year for the subsequent year. Those interested in joining a committee

can fill out the member volunteer application on the NJSBA website.

NJSBA Personnel Update — NJSBA recently welcomed two new interim employees:

e Alan Guenther — Interim Manager of Communications/Publications

e Lori Perlow — Interim Chief Public Affairs Officer

ACTION ITEMS

Roll Call Agenda Items:

President Cortellino asked for a motion to approve the award of contract to AEX
Convention Services of Egg Harbor Township, New Jersey to serve as the general services

contractor for Workshop 2025 and 2026.

Kasey Dudley moved to APPROVE the award of contract to AEX Convention Services of Egg
Harbor Township, New Jersey to serve as the general services contractor for Workshop 2025

and 2026. The motion was duly seconded and carried, with 24 members voting in the affirmative.



President Cortellino asked for a motion to approve the award of contract to Map Your

Show of Cincinnati, Ohio to serve as the event manager for Workshop 2025 and 2026.

Diane Morris moved to APPROVE the award of contract to Map Your Show of Cincinnati, Ohio
to serve as the event manager for Workshop 2025 and 2026. The motion was duly seconded and

carried, with 24 members voting in the affirmative.

Consent Agenda Items:

President Cortellino asked for a motion to approve the following consent agenda items:
A. Open Session Minutes of the January 31, 2025 Meeting
B. Legislative Committee Appointments

C. Resolution Subcommittee Appointments

Victoria Pakala moved to APPROVE the consent agenda items. The motion was duly seconded

and carried.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT AND OFFICERS

The Board of Directors also received both written and verbal reports from the president, vice
president for county activities, vice president for finance, vice president for legislation and
immediate past president.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS — No unfinished business.

NEW BUSINESS - No new business.

SUMMARY

President Cortellino reminded members they will receive “take-away” points from this meeting,

which can be used in making reports to the county associations.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Michael McClure moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion

was duly seconded and carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.



Respectfully submitted,

G

Timothy J. Purnell, Ed.D.

Executive Director



